
 
  

ABILENE CITY COMMISSION  
STUDY SESSION AGENDA  

ABILENE CITY HALL, 419 N. BROADWAY ST. ABILENE, KS 67410   
AUGUST 24, 2026 - 4:30 PM  

  
Following the adjournment of the regular meeting 

 
VIEW THIS CITY COMMISSION MEETING VIRTUALLY AT 

 
www.abilenecityhall.com/watchlive  

1. Call to Order – August 24, 2026 , City Commission Study Session  

2. August 24, 2026, City Commission Study Session Agenda  

    a. Joint meeting: Abilene City Commission and Abilene Library Board of Trustees. 

3. Adjourn the August 24, 2026, City Commission Meeting.  
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A simplified example illustrates the effect: 

• Assume the City's total levy is 45 mills.

• The Library requests 8.22 mills.

• That leaves 36.78 mills within the 45-mill total for the remainder of City operations.

• If City Commission directed staff to achieve RNR (43 mills), the City would have 
to reduce its operating levy by 2 mills to remain revenue neutral.

At an assessed valuation of $70 million, that 2-mill reduction represents approximately 
$140,000 less revenue available for City operations. 

The important point is not the specific numbers in the example but how the calculation works. 
The Library's levy and the levy supporting other City operations are both included in the City's 
total levy. Therefore, remaining revenue neutral cannot be accomplished solely by directing City 
staff to reduce departmental expenditures without also recognizing the portion of the total levy 
dedicated to the Library. 

As assessed valuation increases and the RNR decreases, maintaining the Library levy at the full 
8.22 mills can leave fewer mills available for the rest of City operations if the Commission elects 
to remain revenue-neutral. 

There is an additional financial consideration. Although the 8.22 mills are dedicated to the 
Library Fund and not available for other City purposes, the City still has financial obligations 
related to the Library under the 2011 Lease Agreement. Those costs are paid from other City 
resources, primarily the General Fund. Therefore, reducing the City's operating levy to achieve 
revenue neutrality does not reduce or eliminate the City's contractual responsibilities for the 
City-owned library property. Those expenses must still be paid from the resources remaining for 
City operations. 

Purpose of the Joint Meeting 

The purpose of the August 24 joint meeting is not to revisit individual correspondence or assign 
responsibility for past misunderstandings. Rather, it is to provide both governing bodies with an 
opportunity to review the governing documents and statutory framework together, clarify their 
respective responsibilities, and establish a common understanding to guide the relationship 
moving forward. 

Consistent with the topics presented to the City Commission on July 27, the proposed discussion 
covers: 

1. Review of the 2011 Lease Agreement

• Responsibilities of the City and Library Board under the agreement;

• Routine and non-routine maintenance responsibilities;

• Grounds maintenance and snow removal;

• Capital improvement planning;

• Financial obligations of the respective parties; and

• Process for addressing questions or disagreements concerning application of the 
agreement.
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tub
Rernittance Advice

Wires

OFFICE OF

COUNTY TREASURER, DICKI]YSON COUNTY
ABILENI, KS

Payment To: ABILENE CITY

4I9 N BROADWAY

ABILBNE, KS 67410

REMITTANCE ADVICE

Wire #: -7658

Wire Dater 61312026

Fund: 7014 Abilene Fire

Tax Year: 2025

Tax Type: SAC - State Assessed Utilities- Cunent'Iax

Tax Year: 2025

Tax Type: TKC - l6l20M Trucks - Cun'ent Year Taxes

$5.36.r sn

$s.36.1. s8

$1.76

$1.76

$-1.3s

$4.35

Tax Year; 2025

Tax Type: TKD - l6i20M Trucks - Delinquent Tax

Total Fund: $57.51 2.70

h'und: 7018 Abilene Library

Tax Yeer:

Tax Type: DCMR - Kcovrs IRP

() $ r..t90. r 8

$ r.r90. rti

Tax Year:

Tax Type: MV - Motor Vehicle Tax

Tax Year: 2025

Tax Type: NRP -Neighborhood Revite

Tax Ycar: 2025

Tax Type: PPC - Pesonal Property - Current Year Taxes

Tax Year: 2025

Tax Type: PPD - PP - Delirrquent Tax

Tnx Year: 2025

Tax Type: RLC - Real Estate - Current Year Taxcs

Tax Yetr: 2424

'l'ax Ycar: 2023

Tax Year: 2021

Tnx Year: 2022

Tax Type: RLD - Real Estate - Deliuquent'l-ax

0 Lt 1.62t.2-1

$ r r.621.2.t

($7. r8ri.2 r )

($7. l8ti.2 r )

$7.827.04

$7.827.04

l;l:i9.09

s 13e.09

$ r 65.83 7.2.1

$ 165.ti37.23

$ rn+.00

${j.22
\296.71

ll r s3.20

$(r7tt.l3

Tax Year: 0

Tax Type RV - Recreational Vehicle Tax

$232.79

$2i2.79

1,18.27 1.27

Wedncsday. May27,2026

Tax Year: 2025

PtaL' I 6J ol' 165

i

I
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Remittance Advice
Wircs

OFFICE OF

COUNTY TREASURER, DICKINSON COUNTY
ABILENE, KS

Payment To: ABILENE CITY

4I9 N BROADWAY

ABILENE, KS 674I0

REMITTANCE ADVICE

Wire #: -7658

Wire Date: 613/2026

Fund: 7018 Abilene LibrarY

Tax Type: SAC - State Assessecl Utilities- Current Tax st1t.271.27

Tax Yenn 2025

Total Fund:

li7.60

$7.60

li 18.79

$te8.915 15

li I 5(r.72

s;3 r."10

J;l8lr.l2

Tax Type: TKC - l6/20M Trucks - Current Year Taxes

Tax Year: 2025

Tax Type: TKD - l6l20M Trucks - Delinquent Tax

Fund: 7020 Abilene CaPital ImProve

Tax Ycar:

Tox Year:

2021

2022

RLD - Real Estate - Delinquent Tax

Total Fund: $188.r2

Total rilire: $1.175.577'4lt

Ctt 6I) bblqD
{b

Wedrresday. May 27. 2076 Pagc l6.t of 165

Tax Type:
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12-1220. Same; election to establish; tax levy, use of proceeds; library fund established; territory of
existing library excluded, when. The governing body of any municipality may by resolution, and shall, upon
presentation of a petition signed by ten percent (10%) of the qualified electors of such municipality determined upon
the basis of the total vote cast for the secretary of state at the last preceding general election, cause to be submitted to
the voters of such municipality at the first local or general election thereafter, or if the petition so requires, at a special
election called for that purpose, the question of the establishment and maintenance of a library by such municipality.
If a majority of the votes cast at such election on such proposition shall be in the affirmative, the governing body shall
forthwith establish such library and is hereby authorized to and shall annually levy a tax for the maintenance of such
library in such sum as the library board shall determine within the limitations fixed by law and to pay a portion of the
principal and interest on bonds issued under the authority of K.S.A. 12-1774, and amendments thereto, by cities
located in the county.

Such tax shall be levied and collected in like manner as other taxes of the municipality and, except for an amount
to pay a portion of the principal and interest on bonds issued under the authority of K.S.A. 12-1774, and amendments
thereto, by cities located in the county, shall be kept in a separate fund to be known as the library fund of such
municipality. If the territory of the municipality includes another municipality which is then maintaining a library, the
proposition to establish a library by the larger municipality shall not be voted upon by the residents of the included
municipality, nor shall a levy to establish or maintain such library be assessed against property therein, unless the
library board and governing body of the included municipality shall give notice in writing that they desire to
participate in the library to be established and to pay the tax for the establishment and maintenance thereof as other
parts of the municipality establishing such library.

History: L. 1951, ch. 485, § 3; L. 1979, ch. 52, § 40; July 1.
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