
 
  

ABILENE TREE BOARD  
MEETING AGENDA  

ABILENE PUBLIC LIBRARY - MALOTT ROOM 
209 NW FOURTH STREET   
MARCH 24, 2026 - 5:30 PM  

  
  

1. Call to Order  

2. Roll Call: Chair Steven Flynn, Vice-Chair Corey Jones, Tim Strunk, Hayley 
Whitehair 

3. Approval of Agenda - March 24, 2026 

4. Approval of the Meeting Minutes 

    a. December 16, 2025 Meeting Minutes 

5. Business 

    a. Elections 

    b. 2025 Annual Report 

    c. Ordinance No. 25-3470 

    d. Draft Proclamation 

    e. 2026 Budget Update 

    f. 2024 KFS Survey - "DEAD" Trees 

    g. Fire Department Tree Clearance - Internal Guidance 

6. Comments 

7. Adjournment 
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Abilene Tree Board Meeting Minutes 
    Abilene Public Library – Malott Room 

209 NW 4th Street 
Tuesday, December 16, 2025 – 5:30 pm 

________________________________________ 
Members Present:  Steve Flynn, Corey Jones, and Hayley Whitehair  
Members Absent: Drew Snitker and Tim Strunk  
Staff Present: Jennie Hiatt 
Others Present: none 

1. Call to Order   
Chair Flynn called the meeting to order.  

2. Roll Call   
Present: Flynn, Snitker, Strunk and Whitehair  
 

3. Approval of the Agenda 
Jones motioned to approve the agenda as written, and Whitehair seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. (3-0)  
 

4. Approval of the Minutes of September 2, 2025  
Whitehair motioned to approve the minutes as written, and Jones seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. (3-0)  
 

5. Business 
 

• Reappointments for 2027 – 2029 
 
Steve and Hayley submitted their reappointment forms, and Drew chose to step down from the Tree Board at 
this time, due to family obligations. 
 

• Website Review 
 
There was a discussion of updates and changes needed to the Tree Board’s page on the City website. 
  

 

Page 2 of 14



 

 

2 of 2 
 

• 2025 Budget Update 
 
Hiatt informed the board that the current 2025 budget balance is $3,657.62, but that she hadn’t yet received 
an invoice from Burt’s Tree Removal invoice for $1,250 for the tree removals. The Tree Board’s budget will be 
part of the Special Parks & Recreation fund for 2026, with a proposed budget of $7,500. 
 

• Proposed Ordinance No. 25-3470 
 
The proposed amendment will go before the City Commission on Monday, December 22, 2025. 
  

• KFS Arbor Day Seedlings 
 
Hiatt stated that she will need to order the seedlings for the Fourth Grade Forester Program on January 1. The 
list of available seedlings was discussed, and the top preferred options were given.  
 

6. Comments 
 
There was a discussion. Hiatt stated that she would be completing the Tree City USA application, as it is due by 
January 3. The Arbor Day posters are due on January 30, will be judged February 2-4, and the winning poster 
will be turned in to the Kansas Forest Service Office by February 6. The TCUSA Tour and Recognition will be held 
March 18 – 19 in Great Bend, if anyone else would like to attend. She also stated that she has discussed with 
Blaine Stroble the possibility of a tree by the rodeo grounds being eligible as a champion tree. They discovered 
the tree during the survey.   
 

7. Adjournment 
Jones motioned to adjourn the meeting, and Whitehair seconded the motion. The motion was carried 
unanimously (3-0), and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
Attest         Minutes Approved,  
                                                                                                                                                                

_____________________________     ___________________________ 

Jennie Hiatt         Steve Flynn, Chair 

Administrative Manager       Corey Jones, Vice-Chair 
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2025 Annual Report 
 
 
 

Tree Board 
 

• Prepared agendas and minutes and held meetings on April 25, September 2 and December 16. 
• Prepared and submitted the 2024 Tree City USA Application and submitted a Growth Award Application.   
• The City of Abilene had $75,350.33 in forestry expenditure, which is $11.59 per-capita expenditure. 
• The City of Abilene was recognized as a Tree City USA for the 33rd year. Jennie Hiatt attended the TCUSA 

Tour and Recognition Ceremony in Lawrence.  
• Sponsored the Kansas Forest Service Arbor Day Poster Contest for all 5th Grade Students. St. Andrew’s 

Elementary turned in posters. The winning poster was submitted to the district level. A certificate and a 
book were given to the 1st place winner.  

• Prepared an Arbor Day Proclamation, and Mayor Rein declared Arbor Day to be held on April 25.  
• The Arbor Day banner was put up over 3rd Street during the month of April. 
• The Tree Board gave their Fourth Grade Forester presentations and planted trees at Eisenhower 

Elementary and St. Andrew’s Elementary in celebration of Arbor Day. A redbud seedling was given to 92 
4th-grade students, along with a “Plant Trees for America” brochure. 
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