City of Abilene — Tree Board

CITY OF ABILENE
TREE BOARD
MEETING AGENDA

January 21, 2014
at 5:30 p.m.
Abilene Public Library ~ Jordan Room
209 NW 4™ st.

Agenda Item

Call to Order — Welcome.

Approval of Agenda.

Approval of Minutes —~ November 18, 2013.

Business.

1. Update on 1* Street Trees.
2. Emerald Ash Borer.
3. Kansas Arbor Day Poster Contest for 2015.

Comments. Next meeting is scheduled for March 17, 2014.

Adjournment.
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City of Abilene — Tree Board

CITY OF ABILENE
TREE BOARD
MEETING MINUTES

Monday November 18, 2013
at 5:30 p.m.

Abilene Public Library ~ Jordan Room
209 NW 4™ St.

Members Present: John Barbur (Vice-Chair), Jacob Hawk, Johnny Kinder (Chair) and Jack Gilstrap (arrived at
5:40 p.m.)

Members Absent: Christina Krause

Staff Present: Tim Hamilton

Item A. Call to Order — Welcome.

Chair Kinder called the meeting to order.

Item B. Approval of Agenda.

Barbur made a motion to approve the agenda with the additional of discussion items: Tree Survey for Eisenhower
Park, additional funding for Tree Board Projects and Tree City USA Application. The motion was seconded by
Hawk. The motion passed unanimously. (3-0)

Item C. Approval of Minutes — September 16, 2013.

Barbur made a motion to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Hawk. The motion passed
unanimously. (3-0)

Item D. Business.
1. Update on 1* Street Trees.
There was discussion.
Hamilton stated that 27 letters had been sent and that there are a total of 17 trees to be planted.
2. Tree Survey for Eisenhower Park.
There was discussion regarding the area by the skate park and the flower garden.
Hamilton stated he will visit with Sherry with the Dickinson County GIS department regarding a tree layer.
3. Tree Board Funds.

There was discussion regarding purchasing a tree sling if there is extra funding left over after the 1* Street project is
completed.

4. Tree City USA Application.
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City of Abilene — Tree Board

There was discussion.

Barbur will complete the application and forward it to Tim.
Item F. Comments.

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday January 20, 2014
Item G. Adjournment.

Gilstrap made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Hawk. The motion passed
unanimously. (4-0)

Minutes Submitted, Minutes Approved,
Tim Hamilton Johnny Kinder, Chair or
Community Development Director John Barbur, Vice-Chair

2 Minutes 11-18-13
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Cities weigh chopping down trees versus using pesticide to fight
invasive emerald ash borer

By TODD RICHMOND Associated Press
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MADISON, Wisconsin — A decade ago, foresters feared an invasive
Chinese beetle would spell doom for American ash trees. But a
counterpunch emerged in the form of a powerful pesticide that can
not only save infested trees but inoculate them against the emerald
ash borer.

Milwaukee has been using the chemical for four years without losing
one tree to the bug, but the pesticide must be reapplied every few
years, creating a quandary for cash-conscious city councils.

Municipal officials on the edges of the ash borer's ever-expanding
range face a choice: Cut down their ash trees and replace them with
other species — a large one-time expense — or commit to spending
lesser sums on pesticide treatments, perhaps for years. Their
decisions can affect everything from property values to storm water
retention.

"There's no reason for a landscape tree to die now if someone is
willing to put some money into it," said Deb McCullough, a Michigan
State University forest entomology professor who helped test the
pesticide before it went on the market. "(But) some cities have a
tough time allocating money from a municipal budget to protect
trees when they're trying to keep firemen and policemen on the
jOb."

The emerald ash borer's larvae kill ash trees by consuming the
trees' nutrient transport tissues. The beetle has spread to 21 states
as well as Quebec and Ontario since it was discovered near Detroit
in 2002, leaving tens of millions of dead trees in its wake.

In the early years of the infestation, most cities with the pest dealt
with it by cutting down all their ash trees, even healthy ones.
Municipal leaders feared the beetle would kill so many trees so
quickly that cutting crews wouldn't be able to remove the husks

before they toppled and caused damage.
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The game shifted in 2008, though, when federal regulators
approved a pesticide called TREE-age for use against the beetle. A Subjects:
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Milwaukee and Chicago have been using the pesticide since 2009,
committing millions of dollars to the effort over the years.

Officials in both cities said treatment allows them to replace ash
trees with other species on their own schedule and said the
approach is cheaper than taking down all the trees at once.
Milwaukee, for example, spends about $950,000 a year on
treatment versus the $27 million it would have cost to remove the
city's 33,000 street ash trees. Meanwhile, residents continue
enjoying the trees' benefits, such as shade, sucking up storm water
runoff and boosting property values.

"We're totally in the driver's seat, which is the envy of most
communities that have (the ash borer)," David Sivyer, the city's
forestry services manager, said.

Cities weigh chopping down trees versus using pesticide to fight invasive emerald ash borer - Seymour Tribune
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City officials in Madison, where the bug was confirmed in November, have implemented a hybrid plan that
calls for cutting down trees in poor condition and treating larger trees. That decision is expected to cost as

much as $1.1 million dollars annually by 2019,

About 150 cities and towns are currently using the pesticide, said Leah Hancock, product marketing manager
for Arborjet, which produces TREE-age. But others are wary of committing dollars over the long term.

City officials in Minneapolis, where the beetle was discovered in 2010, have proposed a plan calling for a
new $1.1 million tax levy every year for eight years to remove 40,000 ash trees and replanting different
species. The city's park board in December approved the first year of the levy.

City leaders in La Crosse have been grappling with the beetle since 2012, They've decided to pull out their
6,000 public ash trees and replant new species. They anticipate the effort will cost about $2 million over
four years. That compares with an estimated $1.8 million to treat all 6,000 trees over six years, said Cinthia

Johnson, the city's parks and forestry coordinator.

"EAB is going to be in our community longer than six years," she said. "You're looking at another six years
and another six years. With the removal and replacement over four years, we're done."

Foresters discovered the emerald ash borer in Boulder, Colorado, in September, marking the bug's farthest
progress west, City Forester Kathleen Alexander said Boulder is trying to determine the extent of the
infestation. Then the city will have to make some hard decisions about whether to treat trees, remove them

or both, she said.

"Unfortunately," she said, "it's expensive any way you look at it."
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Tree Board
Meeting Schedule for 2014

January 21, 2014*
March 17,2014
Arbor Day ~ April 25, 2014

(Fourth Grade Forester Programs)

May 19, 2014
July 21,2014
September 15, 2014
November 17, 2014

All meetings to be held on the
third Monday of every other month at
5:30 p.m., unless notified otherwise.
*Due to holiday mtg. to be held on Tuesday



