
 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Study Session 

ABILENE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

209 NW FOURTH STREET 

April 17, 2023 - 4:00 pm 

 

 

VIEW THIS CITY COMMISSION STUDY SESSION VIRTUALLY AT 

 

www.abilenecityhall.com/watchlive 

 

 

PURPOSE 

The City Commission’s study sessions allow the commission to study items thoroughly.  

 

OPEN FORUM 

This is an opportunity for citizens to address the Commissioners on issues outside the discussion agenda. 

Speakers will be allowed a 3-minute time limit. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

   

1. OCCK Update – Trell Grinter, OCCK 

 

2. Mennonite Housing Update – Byron Adrian, Mennonite Housing 

 

3. Re-appointment of Amanda Cormack to Library Board discussion 

 

4. Flood Control Truck purchase discussion 

 

5. Water Distribution Truck purchase discussion 

 

 

 

 



OCCK.com/need-a-rideTrell Grinter
Director of Transportation

G O A B I L E N E
T R A N S P O R T A T I O N



Vision 
& Mission
Our Goal: Value the PassengerVision

Mission

Promoting and contributing to the success of our
customers
Exercising and/or influencing leadership in the creation of
quality communities
Ensuring our financial success so that our customers can
be successful

OCCK exists with a three-fold mission to help people
fulfill their individual needs as well as meet identified
community needs within North Central Kansas. We are
committed to:

Driven with commitment and
respect, we venture out to 
ensure the independence of 
our passengers for all
communities we serve.



Value the Passenger
Why we do what we do

-M.S., OCCK Customer

When I decided to quit driving, I knew I would need a dependable way to get back and forth
from dialysis, especially being on a budget. I was trilled when I found that OCCK would be
the most reasonable and able to provide this. They have always ensured that I get where I
need to go no matter what. Thank you, OCCK

-K.G., OCCK Customer

OCCK drivers are so kind and help me get to therapy. I very much appreciate that my ride is
paid for, I never have to worry about how I will get there. 



Ridership
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Work
30%

Medical
25%

Other
15%

Recreation/Shopping
15%

Nutrition
5%

Education
5%

Residential
5%

Destinations



Onboard
6380

Memorial Health Foundation
3500

Senior Center
2600

West's Country Mart
2432

Neighbor to Neighbor
1386Fares Paid 2022

Onboard and Sponsored





Non-Emergency
Medical
Transportation

01 Strong relationship with our contact at each
provider

Local Provider Contact

Variety of short and long distance trips require
a flexible team that can respond to the need.

Schedule

Spreading the word about our NEMT
options

Spread The Word!

02

03

04

Including  licensure, background checks,
Training (CPR,  RTAP, Securement)

Credentialing Teammates



Staff Salaries
Payroll Taxes-Staff
Fringe Benefits
Work Comp Insurance
Vehicle Insurance
Communications
Vehicle Repair & Maintenance
Gas & Oil Expense
Transportation Other Expense
Advertisement
Total

162,288
14,364
13,392

2,496
5,040
1,200
4,800

40,800
1,800

120
246,300

Budget FY2024

Local Match 30%
$73,890

KDOT 70%
$172,410



T H A N K S

O C C K ,  I n c .



City Council Meeting Date: Monday, April 17, 2023     

Session: Study Session 

Topic: Mennonite Housing Letter 

Department: Administration     

Staff Contact: City Manager 

 
Background:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Note:  
 
 
 
  
 
Funding Source:  
 

City Commission 
 

Trevor Witt 
Mayor 
 
John Kollhoff 
Vice-Mayor 
 
Brandon Rein 
Member 
 
Wendy Miller 
Member 
 
Dee Marshall 
Member 

 
 
 

CITY STAFF 
 

Ron Marsh 
City Manager 
 
Leann Johnson  
Finance Director 
 
Shayla Mohr 
City Clerk 
 
Lon Schrader 
Public Works Director 
 
Kari Zook 
Community Development
  
Kellee Timbrook 
Recreation Director 
 
Julie Roller 
CVB Director 
 
Anna Hatter 
Chief of Police 
 
Kale Strunk 
Fire Chief 

 

At the March 20 study session, representatives from Mennonite Housing and Windy Ridge 
Development presented an idea to develop senior housing in Abilene using state tax credits. 
 
The property they want to purchase, south of 21st St and east of Buckeye Ave,  must be rezoned 
from C-3 to R-3. To apply for the state tax credits, the state requires written confirmation from 
the municipal zoning authority (the city commission) that the proposed use is within the 
parameters of existing conforming zoning designations. 
 
Due to the May deadline to submit the tax credit application, and the City’s request to review 
the feasibility study (expected completion April 14), I wanted to begin a discussion to have a 
letter ready for approval if the governing body elected to move forward.  
 
This is a non-binding, noncommittal letter. Any rezoning decisions would still go through the 
required process of notification of those within 1000’ of the development, a public hearing and 
review by the planning commission, and final approval by the city commission. 

Byron Adrian with Mennonite Housing will be at the study session to discuss the results of their 
feasibility study. 

None 

NA 



 

Dwight D. Eisenhower Municipal Building  

419 N. Broadway Street, PO Box 519 

Abilene, KS 67410 

www.abilenecityhall.com 

Phone: (785) 263-2550 

Fax: (785) 263-2552 

 
 

April 24, 2023 

 

Ms. Alissa Ice 

Kansas Housing Resources Corporation 

611 S Kansas Ave, Suite 300 

Topeka, KS 66603-3803 

 

RE: Proposed Abilene Project from Mennonite Housing 

 

Dear Ms. Ice: 

 

Mennonite Housing has approached the City of Abilene on a proposed Senior (55 and older) development. Mennonite Housing has 

selected a site for the proposed development on the east side of Buckeye Ave (K-15 Highway) and south of 21st St. The site is 

approximately 4-5 acres of developable land. A drainage detention pond is located to the southeast of the property and is designed 

to handle the development of this acreage. The property is currently zoned commercial. A map showing the property location and 

lot layout is enclosed. 

 

The current property owner has indicated a willingness to sell the property to Mennonite Housing conditioned on approval of the 

project at all levels. The property will need to be rezoned to R-3, Multi-Family. It is my understanding that an application will be 

made to rezone the property following an award of the tax credit application, which application will then be reviewed and acted 

upon by the City in accordance with applicable law. 

 

This letter confirms my opinion that the proposed project and zoning change to Multi-Family development is consistent with the 

surrounding property zoning and the city’s long-term land use plan. Additionally, the proposed project will help to address the city’s 

ongoing shortage and lack of affordable housing, especially in the 55 and older demographic. This shortage was first recognized in a 

county-wide housing study conducted by the Dickinson County Economic Development Corporation in 2018 and updated in 2022. 

 

Please feel free to contact me with additional questions. I appreciate your consideration of Mennonite Housing’s project request; 

the project will benefit the Abilene Community and add much-needed housing options for seniors. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Ron Marsh 

City Manager 

Abilene, Kansas  

http://www.abilenecityhall.com/


City Council Meeting Date: Monday, April 17, 2023     

Session: Study Session 

Topic: Library Board Reappointment 

Department: Administration     

Staff Contact: City Clerk 

 
Background:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Note:   
 
 
 
  
 
Funding Source:  
 

City Commission 
 

Trevor Witt 
Mayor 
 
John Kollhoff 
Vice-Mayor 
 
Brandon Rein 
Member 
 
Wendy Miller 
Member 
 
Dee Marshall 
Member 

 
 
 

CITY STAFF 
 

Ron Marsh 
City Manager 
 
Leann Johnson  
Finance Director 
 
Shayla Mohr 
City Clerk 
 
Lon Schrader 
Public Works Director 
 
Kari Zook 
Community Development
  
Kellee Timbrook 
Recreation Director 
 
Julie Roller Weeks 
CVB Director 
 
Anna Hatter 
Chief of Police 
 
Kale Strunk 
Fire Chief 

 

Per City Code and State Statute, Mayor Trevor Witt has recommended the following 
individual for reappointment to the library board: 
 
1. Amanda Cormack – Reappointment for 4-year term, 2023-2027 

 

The governing body will need to vote to approve this individual to serve on the library 
board. 

 

Approve reappointment of Amanda Cormack to the Library Board per Mayor Witt’s 
recommendation. 

None 

N/A 





City Council Meeting Date: Monday, April 17, 2023     

Session: Study Session 

Topic: Flood control truck 

Department: Public Works     

Staff Contact: Lon Schrader/Joe Hawk  

 
Background:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Note:  
 
 
 
  
 
Funding Source:  
 

City Commission 
 

Trevor Witt 
Mayor 
 
John Kollhoff 
Vice-Mayor 
 
Brandon Rein 
Member 
 
Wendy Miller 
Member 
 
Dee Marshall 
Member 

 
 
 

CITY STAFF 
 

Ron Marsh 
City Manager 
 
Leann Johnson  
Finance Director 
 
Shayla Mohr 
City Clerk 
 
Lon Schrader 
Public Works Director 
 
Kari Zook 
Community Development
  
Kellee Timbrook 
Recreation Director 
 
Julie Roller Weeks 
CVB Director 
 
Anna Hatter 
Chief of Police 
 
Kale Strunk 
Fire Chief 

 

During the 2022 budgeting process the City Commission approved the purchase of a truck for 
Flood Control, with a $60,000.00 budget from the general fund. At the January 24, 2022, City 
Commission meeting the Commission approved a bid from Holm Automotive for the truck.  In 
January of 2023 Chris Eckert from Holm Automotive told Lon and Joe that they were going to 
have to withdraw from the bid because they were never able to secure a truck.   
 
This truck will replace a 2002 Ford which is currently the spray truck. The 2002 Ford will be 
reassigned as the shop service truck.   
 
Staff sought three comparable bids for a 1-ton regular cab 4-wheel drive truck. Bidders were 
given 2 options 1 was truck only and 2 was truck with flatbed installed.  
 
 

• Holm Automotive Center $47,750.00 (truck with assist steps) 

With bed $53,500  
 

• Valor Automotive $49,998.00  

With bed $55,795.00 

•  

             Marshall Motors no bid received.  
 

Approve the bid from Holm Automotive in the amount not to exceed $53,500.00 for a 
2024 1-ton single wheel, 4-wheel drive truck with bed and assist steps. 
 

The purchase of this truck will be paid for out of the General fund equipment reserve. 

 















City Council Meeting Date: Monday, April 17, 2023     

Session: Study Session 

Topic: Water distribution truck  

Department: Public Works     

Staff Contact: Lon Schrader/Joe Hawk  

 
Background:  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
 
 
 
 
Fiscal Note:  
 
 
 
  
 
Funding Source:  
 

City Commission 
 

Trevor Witt 
Mayor 
 
John Kollhoff 
Vice-Mayor 
 
Brandon Rein 
Member 
 
Wendy Miller 
Member 
 
Dee Marshall 
Member 

 
 
 

CITY STAFF 
 

Ron Marsh 
City Manager 
 
Leann Johnson  
Finance Director 
 
Shayla Mohr 
City Clerk 
 
Lon Schrader 
Public Works Director 
 
Kari Zook 
Community Development
  
Kellee Timbrook 
Recreation Director 
 
Julie Roller Weeks 
CVB Director 
 
Anna Hatter 
Chief of Police 
 
Kale Strunk 
Fire Chief 

 

 
During the 2023 budgeting process the City Commission approved the purchase of a truck for 
the Water Distribution department with $50,000 budgeted from the water equipment reserve 
fund. 
This truck replaces our 2009 ¾ ton truck with service body which will be sold as surplus. 
 
Staff sought 3 comparable bids for a ¾ ton regular cab truck with 2 different options. Option 1 is 
truck only. Option 2 is truck with bed installed.  
 
 

• Holm Automotive Center $48,800.00 (with assist steps and flatbed installed) 

 
• Valor Automotive declined to bid at this time. 

 

• Marshal Motors no bid received. 

 

Approve the bid from Holm Automotive in the amount not to exceed $48,800.00 for a 
2024 ¾ ton truck with flatbed and assist steps installed.  
 

The purchase of this truck will be paid for out of the Water equipment reserve fund. 

The funds are currently available. 
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