
 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Study Session 

ABILENE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

209 NW FOURTH STREET 

February 20, 2023 - 4:00 pm 

 

 

VIEW THIS CITY COMMISSION STUDY SESSION VIRTUALLY AT 

 

www.abilenecityhall.com/watchlive 

 

 

PURPOSE 

The City Commission’s study sessions allow the commission to study items thoroughly.  

 

OPEN FORUM 

This is an opportunity for citizens to address the Commissioners on issues outside the discussion agenda. 

Speakers will be allowed a 3-minute time limit. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

   

1. Planning Commission Appointment – Eric Anderson 

2. Electronic Message Center Sign-Rittel’s Western Wear 

3. Police Department vehicle purchases 

4. Public Works Tractor purchase 

5. Public Works Water Line Project 

6. Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee appointments 

7. Sports Complex Task Force Request to Fund Feasibility Study 

8. Solar Power Discussion – Ryan Evans & Karlo Meave, SunSmart Technologies 

9. 2022 Financial State of the City – Leann Johnson, Finance Director 

 

 

 

 





 





 

City of Abilene 

Item for City Commission Agenda 

Meeting Date: 

Approved for Agenda By: 

(Office Use Only) Originating Department Prepared By: 

AGENDA ITEM HEADING: 

BACKGROUND: 

FISCAL NOTE: 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

        Kari Zook Community Development 
 

 

   2/27/23 

 

Consider approval of Ordinance 23-3427 granting a conditional use permit for an electronic message center sign 

at Rittel’s Western Wear, 1810 N Buckeye Ave. 

ORDINANCE 23-3427: AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW AN 

ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SIGN AT 1810 N BUCKEYE AVE, IN THE C-3, GENERAL COMMERCIAL 

DISTRICT, IN THE CITY OF ABILENE, KANSAS. 

 

City staff received a permit application for an electronic message center sign from Rittel’s Western Wear, LLC, 

on December 15, 2022.  This sign type is permitted in the commercial district but requires an approved 

conditional use permit. The sign permit application with the intended site plan is attached for reference.  

 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on February 7, 2023 for this request. They recommended 

approval with a vote of 6-0. The 14-day protest period expires on February 21, 2023. No objections to the 

conditional use permit approval have been received to date.  

N/A 

 



ORDINANCE 23-3427 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW AN 

ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER SIGN AT 1810 N BUCKEYE AVE, IN THE C-3, GENERAL 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT, IN THE CITY OF ABILENE, KANSAS. 

 WHEREAS, the property owner of record, Rittel’s Western Wear, LLC, has 

requested the City consider a conditional use permit to allow for an electronic message center 

sign at the property generally described as 1810 N Buckeye Ave in Abilene, Kansas, as provided 

in the owner’s application dated on December 15, 2022. 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission conducted a public hearing on February 7, 2023, 

after all proper notices were given per Article 26 of the Zoning Regulations of the City of 

Abilene, Kansas. The Planning Commission recommended approval of the conditional use 

permit request with a vote of 6-0.  

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Governing Body of the City of 

Abilene, Kansas, as follows: 

Section One. Findings of Fact. That the findings of fact are hereby accepted and approved 

by the Governing Body. The sign shall be constructed in general compliance with the site plan 

dimensions as submitted in the application. The dual-sided sign shall be operated in a manner by 

the property owner that provides dimming technology and brightness control for traffic safety. 

The scheduled messages will include a hold time of 4-5 seconds and no flashing transitions will 

occur. 

Section Two. Conditional Use Permit. That a conditional use permit is hereby granted to 

Rittel’s Western Wear, LLC for the purpose of constructing and operating an electronic 

message center sign as provided in the application on the property legally described as follows: 

 A tract of land described as follows: Beginning at a point 80.3 feet West of the Southeast 

corner of the South Half of the North Half of the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest 

Quarter (S½ N½ NE¼ SW¼) of Section Nine (9), Township Thirteen (13) South, Range Two 

(2) East of the 6th P.M., subject to existing highways, thence West 200 feet, thence North 80 

feet, thence East 200 feet, thence South to the point of beginning, all being in the City of 

Abilene, Dickinson County, Kansas. 
 

Section Three. Implementation. The City Manager, or designee, is hereby authorized to 

issue a conditional use permit upon receiving sufficient evidence that all conditions designated 

for prior approval have been reasonably met. The conditional use permit shall not be limited in 

time.  
 

Section Four. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 

its adoption and publication once in the official newspaper by the following summary: 
 



 

 

Ordinance 23-3427 
 

 On February 27, 2023, the City Commission passed Ordinance 23-3427. The ordinance 

grants a conditional use permit to allow an electronic message center sign at 1810 N Buckeye 

Ave in the C-3, General Commercial District, located in the City of Abilene, Kansas. A 

complete copy of the ordinance is available online at www.abilenecityhall.com or in the office of 

the City Clerk, 419 N Broadway St, Abilene, KS, free of charge. This summary is certified by 

the City’s legal counsel. 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED, by the Governing Body of the City of Abilene, Kansas, this 27th 

day of February 2023. 

 

 

      __________________________ 

      Trevor D. Witt, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

__________________________ 

Shayla L. Mohr, City Clerk 

 

 

The publication summary set forth above is certified this 27th day of February 2023. 

 

___________________________ 

Aaron O. Martin, City Attorney 

 

       

 

http://www.abilenecityhall.com/






 

CITY OF ABILENE 

Item for City Commission Agenda 
Meeting Date: 

Approved For Agenda By: 
(Office Use Only) Originating Department Prepared By: 

AGENDA ITEM HEADING: 

BACKGROUND: 

FISCAL NOTE: 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

Approval of the bids received from Valor Automotive and KA-Comm in the amount of $71,989.50.  

Both vehicles budgeted in Equipment Reserve Fund for a total of $83,000.00   

The City of Abilene budgeted $83,000 in the 2023 Capital Improvement Fund for the purchase of two police 
vehicles for the Abilene Police Department.  
 
The new vehicles will replace two higher mileage units utilized as trade-in. 
 
Staff sought bids from four (4) vendors: 
 

• Holm Automotive Center: Pricing on Chevrolet Tahoe Police Pursuit Vehicles (PPV) is unavailable. 
Manufacturing of 2024 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV is not estimated to begin until November 2023. MSRP for 
2023 Chevrolet Tahoe PPV was $52,816.00 per unit.  

 
• Valor Automotive: $58,902.00 for two (2) 2023 Dodge Durango Pursuit vehicles. Price includes $22,000 in 

trade-in value. Valor Automotive has two (2) units already on order for sale.  
 

• Long-McArthur Ford: Pricing on Ford Police Interceptor Utility is unavailable.  
 

• Marshall Motors: $58,000.00 for two (2) 2023 Dodge Durango Pursuit vehicles. Price includes $19,000 in 
trade-in value. Marshall Motors cannot guarantee that ordering window for the units will still be available 
by the time the item goes before the City Commission.  

 
• KA-Comm removal/installation of police equipment in vehicles: $13,087.50 

 
 
Staff recommends making the purchase through Valor Automotive.  
 
Total estimated cost: $71,989.50 
 
 

2023 Capital Improvement Proposal to purchase police vehicles. 

Chief Hatter Police  

02/20/23 

 















 
 

CITY OF ABILENE 

Item for City Commission Agenda 
Meeting Date: 

Approved For Agenda By: 
(Office Use Only) Originating Department Prepared By: 

AGENDA ITEM HEADING: 

BACKGROUND: 

FISCAL NOTE: 

COMMISSION ACTION OPTIONS: 

Request consideration and eventual approval of the bid from Core and Main of Wichita in the amount of $75,974.50. 

Water Distribution project funds are available. 

Plan development is in progress to replace 1600-1700 feet of 4” cast iron water main with new plastic 6” and 8” line, 31 water service 
lines, 5 new fire hydrants with all related appurtenances on designated sections of N. Olive and N. Kuney near Kennedy school. Earlier this 
year, Public Works staff prepared plans drawings and a materials list, consistent with previous projects.  
 
Today, KDHE requires project submittals that include all project specifications, for any public water supply improvement or extensions for 
their review and approval. We will be using Olsson Inc. to develop a finish set of plans to submit to KDHE and will soon be considering a 
Professional Services agreement outlining their scope of services and cost.  
 
 Due to anticipated water line materials delivery time, it is our desire to order and secure these materials before the bid for the execution of 
the work has been completed and advertised. We believe having the materials on site may benefit us, possibly in the cost of the 
construction bids, due to scheduling flexibility with the contractors. 
 
 Staff contacted 5 vendors and received 4 bids. 
 
Salina Supply……….$84,160.04 
Wichita Winwater….. $80,264.47 
Schulte Supply at Independence, MO…..$91,329.82 
Core and Main of Wichita…………$75,974.50 

2023 water main and service replacement project  

Lon Public Works  

2/20/23 
2/27/23 

 



 

CITY OF ABILENE 

Item for City Commission Agenda 
Meeting Date: 

Approved For Agenda By: 
(Office Use Only) Originating Department Prepared By: 

AGENDA ITEM HEADING: 

BACKGROUND: 

FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 

Appoint the recommended individuals to the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 

None 

Per Resolution 111422-2, establishing the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee, the following individuals are put forth for appointment 
by the Governing Body to the committee: 
 

a. A representative of the City of Abilene 
a. Trevor Witt 

b. A representative of Unified School District 435 
a. Greg Brown 

c. A representative of DKEDC 
a. Cassy Wilson 

d. A representative of the Abilene Planning Commission 
a. Matt Mead 

e. A representative of the Recreation Commission 
a. Kellee Timbrook 

f. A youth representative 
a. Grant Waite 

g. An at-large community representative 
a. Nicole Hall 

 
This item will be part of the consent agenda at the February 27, 2023 meeting. 

Appointments to the Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee 

City Manager Administration/Community Development
  

 

02/20/2023 

 





























































 

CITY OF ABILENE 

Item for City Commission Agenda 
Meeting Date: 

Approved For Agenda By: 
(Office Use Only) Originating Department Prepared By: 

AGENDA ITEM HEADING: 

BACKGROUND: 

FISCAL CONSIDERATIONS: 

RECOMMENDED COMMISSION ACTION: 

 

 

Karlo Meave and Ryan Evans with SunSmart Technologies will be here to discuss moving forward with a solar power project. 
 
The agenda packet includes info sheets on financing and capital costs for the project. The cash flow projection is for seven locations. 
Updated numbers will be provided. We have added an eighth site, the library, to the list. As a reminder, here are the sites being considered: 
 

1. 419 N Broadway (city hall) 
2. 419 N Broadway (fire dept) 
3. 209 NW 4th (library) 
4. 801 S Washington (airport) 
5. 2103 S Washington (PWS well) 
6. 100 N Elm (senior center) 
7. 2100 NW 8th (water treatment plant) 
8. 1020 NW 8th (community center) 

Solar Power Presentation/Discussion  

City Manager Administration   

02/06/2023 
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