
 
CITY OF ABILENE 

PLANNING COMMISSION  
AGENDA 

 
January 4, 2023 at 4:00 p.m. 

Abilene Public Library  
209 NW 4th St. Abilene, KS 67410 

 

Agenda Item 

1. Call to Order  

 

2. Roll Call:  ___ Bill Marshall, Chair ___ Brenda Finn-Bowers, Vice Chair 
                   ___ Rod Boyd ___ Matt Mead ___ Diana Miller 
                   ___ Helen Rose ___ Travis Sawyer  
                   
3. Approval of Agenda 
 

4. Approval of the Meeting Minutes – October 4, 2022 
 
 

Business 
 

5. Annual election of Chair and Vice Chair 
 

6. Public Hearing for PC 23-1, a request from St. Andrew’s Church & School to 
approve an alley vacation directly west of the elementary school located at 311 S. 
Buckeye Ave and legally described in the attached land survey. 
     *Staff report and recommendation 
     *Open Public Hearing 
     *Applicant/Public Comments 
     *Close Public Hearing 
     *Commission Discussion & Action 
 

7. Comprehensive Plan 2023 
 

8. Planning Commission Comments and Staff Updates 

9. Adjournment 

  



Abilene Planning Commission Minutes 
Abilene Public Library 
209 NW 4th St., Abilene, KS  
October 4, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. 
 

1. Call to Order by Chair Marshall 
 

2. Roll Call  
Planning Commissioners Present: Chair Bill Marshall, Vice Chair Brenda Finn Bowers, Rod Boyd, Helen Rose, 
Matt Mead 
Absent: Travis Sawyer, Diana Miller 
Staff Present: City Manager Ron Marsh, Community Development Director Kari Zook, Administrative 
Assistant Kelsey Briand 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
Motion by Finn Bowers to approve the agenda, seconded by Rose. Motion carried unanimously 5-0.  
 

4. Minutes 
Motion by Mead to approve the September 7, 2022 minutes as written, seconded by Boyd. Motion carried 
unanimously 5-0. 
 

Business  
 

5. PC 22-10 Lot split request from Bill Guilliam d/b/a Commercial Property Rentals, LLC, to subdivide 
5.63 acres of frontage from Midwest Concrete Materials at 1101 N Portland St., Abilene, KS. 
Motion by Boyd to approve the lot split request, seconded by Finn Bowers. Motion carried unanimously 
5-0. 
   
6. Planning Commission Comments and Staff Updates 
There will be a Board of Zoning Appeals meeting for a variance request on November 1, 2022.   
There are three commissioners whose terms will expire in January 2023: Marshall, Boyd, Miller 
City Manager Marsh gave a brief update on the 2023 Comprehensive Plan timeline. This document is a 
planning tool for the City of Abilene and the Planning Commission will be heavily involved with the process. 
The Request For Proposal (RFP) will be sent out the first week of November with interviews being conducted 
in December.  
 

7. Adjournment 
Motion by Mead to adjourn, seconded by Boyd. Motion carried unanimously 5-0. 

 
 

                   ___________________________ 
ATTEST:                                                                         Bill Marshall, Chair       

                                                                              Brenda Finn Bowers, Vice Chair 
_____________________ 
Kari Zook 
Community Development Director 
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PERMANENT UTILITY 

EASEMENT 

 
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that the Roman Catholic Diocese of Salina, 

Kansas, hereinafter called Grantor, in consideration of one dollar ($1.00) and other valuable 

consideration paid by The City of Abilene, Kansas, a municipal corporation, hereinafter called the 

City, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, does hereby grant, bargain, sell, 

transfer, and convey to the City, its successors, assigns, and authorized franchisees, a perpetual 

easement with the right to erect, construct, install and lay and thereafter use, operate, inspect, repair, 

maintain, replace, and remove underground utility lines and/or pipelines and appurtenances thereto 

over and across the following land owned by Grantor in Dickinson County, State of Kansas: 

That portion of the Fifteen (15) foot alley located between Lots 3, 4, 5, 12, 13 and 14, 
Block 14, Original Town Abilene, County of Dickinson, State of Kansas. 

 
Together with the right of ingress and egress over Grantor’s premises for the purposes for 

which the above-mentioned rights are granted. The consideration recited herein shall constitute 

payment in full for all damages sustained by Grantor by reason of the installation of the structures 

referred to herein and the Grantee will maintain such easement in a state of good repair and 

efficiency so that no unreasonable damages will result from its use of Grantor’s premises; 

provided, however, that the easement shall not affect Grantor’s obligation to maintain the real estate.



 

This Agreement, together with other provisions of this grant, shall constitute a covenant running 

with the land for the benefit of the Grantee, its successors, assigns, and authorized franchisees. 

The Grantor covenants that it is the owner of the above-described lands and that said lands are 

free and clear of all encumbrances and liens. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Grantor has executed this instrument this  day 

of December, 2022 . 

ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF 

SALINA 
BY: 

 

 
 

 

STATE OF KANSAS, COUNTY OF DICKINSON, ss: 

 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this  day of December, 2022, 
before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for the County and State aforesaid, came 
 , who is personally known to me to be the same person who executed the 
within instrument of writing on behalf of said Diocese, and such person duly acknowledged the 

execution of the same. 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notarial seal, 

the day and year last above written. 
 

 

 
 

Notary Public 
My term expires:   
 

 



Staff Report 
 

TO:  Planning Commission 
FROM:   Kari Zook, Community Development Director 
SUBJECT: PC 23-1, St. Andrew’s Alley Vacation Request 
DATE: January 4, 2023 
 
APPLICANT/OWNER:   
Roman Catholic Church – St. Andrew’s 311 S. Buckeye Ave Abilene, KS 67410 
Application date received 11/22/22; received utility easement agreement from Mark Guilfoyle 12/21/22 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 

• A development review team meeting was held on August 19, 2022 with city staff and representatives 
from St. Andrew’s regarding the request. The school will soon have an expansion project and multiple 
lots have been recently acquired (lots 10, 11 and 12 shown in the map below). Lot 15 was recently 
deeded to St. Andrew’s from the City of Abilene. The area outlined in red below is the area of the 
requested alley vacation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• An agreement to retain a utility easement within the vacated alley was requested by Public Works 
staff. The proposed alley vacation area will be fenced off for the school playground and there are 
utilities within that vicinity (shown in the map on the following page). The agreement was received on 
12/21/22 and is attached for reference. Our city code states the following in Article 20, Section 20-9 of 
the zoning regulations: 20-901b: A property owner may install a fence within a dedicated easement at his or 
her own risk of having to remove or repair such fence due to the lawful activities of persons or entities under 
the easement.  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Direction Zoning Classification Land Use(s) 
North C-3/R-3 Railroad/Casey’s/High Density Residential 
East Public Eisenhower Center 

South C-3/R-3 Greyhound Hall of Fame/High Density Residential 
West R-3 Parish-owned lots/High Density Residential 

 

 



 
The notice of public hearing was published in the Abilene Reflector Chronicle on December 12, 2022, and 
written notices were sent by mail on December 12, 2022, to property owners within 200 feet of the site 
address as required by Chapter 6, Article 4, Section 6-403 of the city code and K.S.A. 12-504. 
 
COMMENTS: 
Departmental comments: None 
Citizen comments: None  
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of the alley vacation request. 
 
ACTION:  
The Planning Commission may: 

1. Recommend approval of the alley vacation as requested. 
2. Recommend approval of the alley vacation with amendments. 
3. Recommend disapproval of the alley vacation with findings. 

 
NOTES: 
Upon conclusion of the public hearing, the Planning Commission will render a recommendation to the City 
Commission for final approval.  
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