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Notice of Study Session 

ABILENE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

209 NW FOURTH STREET 

November 15, 2021 - 4:00 pm 

 

 

VIEW THIS CITY COMMISSION STUDY SESSION VIRTUALLY AT 

 

www.abilenecityhall.com/watchlive 

 

 

PURPOSE 

The City Commission’s study sessions are for the purpose of providing the commission the opportunity to 

study items in more detail.  

 

OPEN FORUM 

This is an opportunity to bring up items to be informally addressed. The Mayor may impose a time limit on 

open forum. 

 

STUDY ITEMS 

 

1. OCCK Transportation Services Presentation 

2.   Police Department promotion - Skylar Reynolds 

3.   Tree Board appointment – Corey Jones 

4.   Vicious Dog Non-Breed Specific Ordinance 
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CITY OF ABILENE 

Item for City Commission Agenda 
Meeting Date: 

Approved For Agenda By: 
(Office Use Only) Originating Department Prepared By: 

AGENDA ITEM HEADING: 

BACKGROUND: 

FISCAL NOTE: 

COMMISSION ACTION: 

Review and direct staff 

No fiscal considerations 

Recently, Commissioners received an email asking the city to reconsider its breed specific ordinance banning pit bulls (city code 4-117).  
 
Nationally, there is a trend against breed discrimination because of the numerous problems and deficiencies associated with these 
provisions that lead to extended litigation. One of the jobs of the city is to provide for public safety; breed discrimination fails to 
adequately enhance public safety. It would be far more comprehensive to enact a breed neutral dangerous dog and reckless owner 
ordinance, and the community would be protected from any vicious dog/animal, regardless of breed. While the city defines a pit bull in city 
code 4-101(q), studies show it is difficult to determine the heritage of a mixed breed dog, putting the burden of proof on the city. 
 
Suggested revisions to the ordinance include defining three classifications of dogs: potentially dangerous dogs, dangerous dogs and vicious 
dogs with progressively increased restrictions and penalties, including prohibition of vicious dogs regardless of breed.  
 
An additional revision would be defining a “reckless dog owner”, with penalties, in an effort to reinforce responsible dog ownership. 
 
The city does have a vicious animal ordinance (city code 4-116) which could be amended to encompass all breeds of dogs making the 
ordinance more clear and concise. 
 
 
 
  

Consider amending breed specific dog ordinance 

Ron Marsh Admin   

11/15/21 
11/22/21 
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