
CITY OF ABILENE 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS/PLANNING COMMISSION  

AGENDA 
 
 December 1, 2020 at 3:30 p.m.   

Abilene Public Library  
209 NW 4th Street 

 

Agenda Item 

1. Call to Order  

 
2. Roll Call:  ____ Robin Black _____ Jennifer Green ____ Rod Boyd ____ Bill Marshall 
                  ____ Vice Chair: Brenda Finn-Bowers _____ Chair: Travis Sawyer 
 

3.  Approval of Agenda 
4.  Approval of Minutes - August 11, 2020 

Business 

5.  Open Public Hearing: BZA 20-12 Application for a variance from Clay 
Tajchman/AgVanced Enterprises at 412 W. 1st St. Abilene, KS 
      *Public Comment 
      *Commission Comment 
     Close Public Hearing 
     Action 
 

6. Planning Commission Comments & Staff Updates 

7. Adjournment 
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Abilene Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting Minutes 
Abilene Public Library – 209 NW Fourth Street 
August 11, 2020 @ 4:00 p.m. 
Abilene, Kansas 

 
 
 1.  Call to Order 

 
2.  Roll Call – Board of Zoning Appeals Members Present: Vice-Chair Brenda Finn-Bowers, Members Robin 
Black, Jennifer Green, Rod Boyd, Bill Marshall and by phone Chair Travis Sawyer. 
 
Staff present:  City Manager Foltz and City Inspector Steerman.  
 
3.  Approval of Agenda 
 
Motion by Member Black, seconded by Member Boyd to approve the agenda as printed.  Motion carried 
unanimously 6-0. 
 
4.  Approval of Minutes – July 14, 2020 
 
Motion by Member Boyd, seconded by Member Green to approve the minutes as printed.  Motion carried 
unanimously 6-0. 
 
5.  Public Hearing – BZA 20-01, Application for Variance for Joel and Cynthia Taggart 519 N. 
Broadway, Abilene, KS  67410 
 
Vice-Chair Finn-Bowers opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Joel Taggart, 519 N. Broadway, provided information regarding his request for variance for a fence enclosing 
his property.  
 
Member Marshall disclosed that he had visited with Joel Taggart prior to the meeting. 
 
Vice-Chair Finn-Bowers closed the Public Hearing.  
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Motion by Member Green, seconded by Chair Sawyer to approve the Application for Variance for Joel and 
Cynthia Taggart, 519 N. Broadway in Abilene, KS.  Motion carried 4-2, Members Marshall and Black voting no.  
 
6.  Update on Current Property within City limits.  
 
City Manager Foltz updated the Board of Zoning Appeals members on non-essential properties that she and 
City Attorney Martin are working on to get back on the tax rolls by selling non-essential properties.   
 
7.  Board of Zoning Appeals Comments 
 
8.  Staff Comments 
 
Brenda Wildman is no longer with the City.  Kari Zook will start with the City on August 17th 
 
There was a discussion with City Inspector Steerman about nuisance and blight properties.  
 
9.  Adjournment 
 
Motion by Member Black, seconded by Member Marshall to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously 6-0. 
 
 
 
 
  
        _____________________________ 
        Travis Sawyer – Chair 

 Brenda Finn-Bowers – Vice-Chair     
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Jane Foltz 
City Manager 















Staff Report   
 

STAFF REPORT 
 

BZA 20-12 Variance at 412 W. 1st St. 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Application Date: October 26, 2020 Date to be submitted to BZA/PC for consideration: 
December 1, 2020  

Owner:  Union Pacific Railroad, leased to Clay Tajchman 
Applicant: Clay Tajchman, AgVanced Enterprises  
Requested Action: Development Approval Application - Variance  

Purpose: 
Requesting a variance of the front yard setback requirements under Section 
15-401 B. 1 where there shall be a front yard having a depth of not less than 
twenty (20) feet. The application requests a variance to build a warehouse 
structure to the property line. 

Location address: 412 W. 1st St.    

Comprehensive 
Plan: Comprehensive Plan Shows this property as I-1  

Sites Existing 
Zoning and use: I-1, Light Industrial District  

Surrounding 
Zoning and Land 
Use: 
 

 
  

North I-1, Light Industrial District 
South I-1, Light Industrial District/C-4, Central Business District 
East C-4, Central Business District 
West  I-1, Light Industrial District/R-3, High Density Residential District 

 

Land Area: Lot is 41,752 sq ft. 

Notice Date: 

 
Notice to property owners within 200 feet sent by mail as required by code on 
11/6/20. Board of Zoning Appeals public hearing notice in Abilene Reflector 
Chronicle published on 11/10/20.  
 

Parcel ID: 021-115-16-0-30-43-001.00-0 

Boundary 
Description: 

THOMPSON AND MCCOY ADDN, S16, T13, R02, ODD LOTS 51 - 69, 1ST 
ST, LESS R/W. 

 
COMMENTS & FINDINGS 

1. Applicant was informed verbally by a former staff member that a building permit was not 
needed. 

2. Illegal building was cited by the City Inspector and a Stop Work Order was issued on 
8/26/20, Code Violation 2020-227 

3. Building permit was applied for on 10/6/20 by Clay Tajchman for installing a new 
warehouse for storage 36x120, total value of work estimated at $50,000. Permit 
approval on hold pending decision from BZA for variance of the front yard setback 
requirements. Permit 2020-440. 



Staff Report   
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff is recommending approval of the variance to allow warehouse building to be built on 
existing concrete slab to property line, foregoing the 20-foot front yard setback requirement.  
 
Planning Commission Options:   

1. Approve the variance of the front yard setback requirement. 
2. Deny the variance if it is deemed inappropriate.  
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